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Negative Response Expressions for Close-ended Questions:
Focused on Forms

Fumi NOGUCHI

School of Education, Tokyo University and Graduate School of Social Welfare (Isesaki Campus),
2020-1 San’o-cho, Isesaki-city, Gunma 372-0831, Japan

Abstract : Studies on negative response expressions usually examine negative response words. However, some studies
have pointed to a discrepancy between the actual use of negative responses and their presentation in Japanese textbooks.
In addition, it has been reported that in cases where an interlocutor’s utterance is directly denied, negative response
expressions that do not use negative response words are used more often than those that use them. However, the type of
form used in actual conversations is not clear. Therefore, in this study, I have examined the actual use of negative response
expressions for close-ended questions using actual conversational data. As a result, the form that did not have the meaning
of the negation was often used more than the form that had the meaning of the negation such as negative response words
and grammatical negation, which are often presented in Japanese textbooks. In addition, the findings suggest that the
Japanese use various strategies in negative responses such as using multiple negative forms and combining negative forms
with positive responses.
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Key words : Negative response expressions, Negative response words, Closed-ended questions, Discourse analysis
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