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History Overview of Japanese Grammar
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Abstract : This article explains a history overview of Japanese grammar from the perspective of a Japanese teacher. The
purpose of this article is to explain and understand how Japanese researchers have built the view of Japanese grammar. The
turning point of the history of Japanese grammar was the time when Japan opened the country in the Meiji period.
Fumihiko OTSUKI organized Japanese grammar into the Japanese-Western compromise. After that, four famous grammar
styles were created, and one of them, the HASHIMOTO grammar is now being used for the basis of grammar education.
Furthermore, sentence definitions created in the YAMADA grammar were used to develop the TOKIEDA grammar, and
also by Minoru WATANABE. Finally, it developed into the theory of predicate sentence structures by Fujio MINAMI. On
the other hand, Akira MIKAMI considered Japanese structures not to be subject-predicate structures but structures of
dictum and modus. In one of his significant works, he organized basic types of structure “koto”. Following MIKAMI’s
theory, Hideo TERAMURA completed the basis of grammar for teaching Japanese as a foreign language. It covered
widely used Japanese syntax, voice, aspect, tense, modality, complex sentences and so on. These propositions and
modalities were inherited by Takashi MASUOKA and Yoshio NITTA famously. The difference between the traditional
theory of predicate sentence structures and the structures of proposition and modality stems from the difference of view of
grammar about “subject-predicate” or “topic-predicate” relationships.

(Reprint request should be sent to Tomohiro Tsusaka)
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