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A Study on the Propriety of Division of Health Insurance Systems by Age

Takao SASAKI

School of Social Welfare, Tokyo University of Social Welfare (Isesaki Campus),
2020-1 San’o-cho, Isesaki-city, Gunma 372-0831, Japan

Abstract : The health care system for the latter-stage elderly people of 75 years old and over was executed in April,
2008. One of the points which was greatly different from former elderly health care system was separation of the people
bases on the age of 75. Although the ground of such division was came from the characteristics of the medical treatment
different on the age, I wonder the persuasively of its propriety. In this text, I examined the validity of the grounds through
the discussion in the Social Security Council Health Insurance Subcommittee which was held after the cabinet decision
for introduction of the new insurance system. Assent was not provided enough in the committee as far as the course of the
discussion, and it was confirmed that the grounds of the division of the system based on the characteristic of the medical
treatment were scarce. This means that, for the undergoing discussion about the reform of new elderly health insurance
system, the institutional design based on the present respect may be required.

(Reprint request should be sent to Takao Sasaki)

Key words : Health care system, Latter-stage elderly people, Elderly health care system, Medical treatment, Health
insurance
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