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Community Supports for a Child with Severe and Multiple Disabilities and Individualized
Education Program in U.S.: A Field Study in Amherst, Massachusetts
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Abstract : In order to realize the quality of life of the children with severe and multiple disabilities and their families in the
community, it is necessary to construct the individualized education plan (IEP) and community-based support. The present
report is a case study focused on the process and implementation of IEP, and existed resources of community support in the
US. In this case, it was clarified that the family was the center of the process of IEP, and those from educational, medical,
and welfare fields consisted of the team for it. Family-based education plan was implemented utilizing the existing special
support in the community in an effective manner. Significant factor of this process was the existence of “vision statement”
which created the common platform of understanding and the development of communication, and establishment of close
ties among parties concerned. The results of the present case suggest the possibility of the efficacies of the community-
based support for the children with severe and multiple disabilities and their families, including their education, utilizing
various social resources with collaboration.
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